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ABSTRACT: Methane and carbon dioxide are known
greenhouse gases, and the conversion of these two C1-building
blocks into useful fuels and chemicals is a subject of great
importance. By solid-state NMR spectroscopy, we found that
methane and carbon dioxide can be co-converted on a zinc-
modified H−ZSM-5 zeolite (denoted as Zn/H−ZSM-5) to
form acetic acid at a low temperature range of 523−773 K.
Solid-state 13C and 1H MAS NMR investigation indicates that
the unique nature of the bifunctional Zn/H−ZSM-5 catalyst is
responsible for this highly selective transformation. The zinc
sites efficiently activate CH4 to form zinc methyl species (−Zn−CH3), the Zn−C bond of which is further subject to the CO2
insertion to produce surface acetate species (−Zn−OOCCH3). Moreover, the Brønsted acid sites play an important role for the
final formation of acetic acid by the proton transfer to the surface acetate species. The results disclosed herein may offer the new
possibility for the efficient activation and selective transformation of methane at low temperatures through the co-conversion
strategy. Also, the mechanistic understanding of this process will help to the rational design of robust catalytic systems for the
practical conversion of greenhouse gases into useful chemicals.

■ INTRODUCTION

With the increasing demands in new energies due to the global
environmental concerns, co-conversion of methane and carbon
dioxide into valuable products at mild conditions represents
one of the most important subjects in C1 chemistry.1

Development of effective processes for such conversion has
to deal with the challenging issue of the inherent stability of
both CH4 and CO2: the C−H bond energy of CH4 is 435 kJ/
mol, and the standard enthalpy for CO2 formation is −394 kJ/
mol.1e,2 Hence, it is not surprising that the process for CO2

reforming of CH4 (indirect co-conversion) into syngas (CO
and H2) requires harsh reaction condition (T > 1000 K).1e In
contrast to the indirect approach, the direct co-conversion
toward the formation of acetic acid (eq 1), albeit being
thermodynamically unfavorable, is an atom-economic1e process
and may be operated under mild conditions.1c
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Indeed, the direct co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 into acetic
acid or its equivalents having been examined not only
theoretically,3 it has also been experimentally attempted
under homogeneous,4 heterogeneous,5 gas-phase,6 and plasma7

conditions. For example, Huang et al.5b reported the first
example of using the Cu/Co-based metal oxide to achieve the
co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 under heterogeneous
conditions. Alcohols, aldehydes, ketones, carboxylic acids, and
cyclopentane derivatives were observed as the reaction products
and the maximum selectivity for acetic acid is 28%.5b In each
case, however, the product distribution is quite broad, and the
reported yield of acetic acid from the direct conversion of CH4
and CO2 is very low.5c,e

Meanwhile, limited by the experimental methods, little is
known so far about the possible mechanisms for the direct
conversion of CH4 and CO2 into acetic acid on solid catalysts.
Huang et al.5b proposed the possible formation of CHx and
CHxO species on the Cu/Co-based metal oxide by the FTIR
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measurement. Ding et al.5e speculated that M−CH3 species was
mainly formed on Pd/SiO2, while M−CH2 and M−CH3
species were produced on Rh/SiO2. In addition, Ding et al.5e

and Wilcox et al.5c suggested the formation of CH3COO
−

species as the preliminary products by FTIR and DRIFT,
respectively. However, the identification of the key inter-
mediates is fragmentary or ambiguous so far. Thus, in addition
to the poor selectivity and low yield, the convincing mechanism
involved in the co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 has not been
acknowledged and none of these investigations has been
dealing with the zeolite systems.
Importantly, considerable progress on methane activation has

been achieved on metal-exchanged zeolites.2d,8,9 Several
research groups8 have found that zinc-modified ZSM-5 and
BEA zeolites could activate methane under mild conditions. On
the basis of the recent progress2d,8,9 in methane activation on
bifunctional zeolites, we report herein the solid-state NMR
investigation on a highly selective formation of acetic acid upon
the co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 on a zinc-modified H−
ZSM-5 zeolite (denoted as Zn/H−ZSM-5) at the relatively low
temperature range of 523−773 K. By solid-state 13C and 1H
MAS NMR spectroscopy,10 the detailed reaction mechanism
involved in this transformation has been revealed. Although this
work is only a spectroscopic study on the working catalyst at
the present stage, the information disclosed herein may
stimulate the research toward the direct formation of acetic
acid from methane and carbon dioxide on multifunctional solid
catalysts. We also expect that our mechanistic understanding
will shed light on the rational design of robust catalytic systems
for practical conversion of greenhouse gases.
In this contribution, we explored the new possibility for

efficient activation and selective transformation of methane
through the co-conversion strategy. By solid-state NMR
spectroscopy, we found that acetic acid could be selectively
formed as the sole product via the reaction of CH4 and CO2 on
a bifunctional Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite at temperatures higher
than 523 K. We identified, by solid-state 13C MAS NMR
spectroscopy, the formation of zinc methyl species (−Zn−
CH3) and carbonate species as the primary surface
intermediates upon the activation of CH4 and CO2,
respectively. Selective 13C-labeling experiments clarified that
the formation of acetic acid indeed follows the co-conversion
pathway: the methyl group of acetic acid originates from
methane and the carbonyl group from carbon dioxide. On the
basis of these observations, we proposed the co-conversion
mechanism of CH4 and CO2 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite
(Scheme 1), which includes three key steps: (i) the
simultaneous formation of zinc methyl species and Brønsted
proton via methane activation, (ii) the insertion of CO2 into
the Zn−C bond of surface zinc methyl species to produce
surface acetate species (−Zn−OOCCH3) as a key intermediate,
and (iii) the final formation of acetic acid via the proton
abstraction from Brønsted acid sites to surface acetate species.
We performed additional experiments to verify the following
issues which are critical to the mechanism proposed herein: (i)
1H MAS NMR experiments confirmed that the Brønsted
protons were formed on the working catalyst during methane
activation; (ii) the reaction of CO2 with deliberately isolated
zinc methyl species confirmed the insertion of CO2 into the
Zn−C bond of zinc methyl species and the formation of surface
acetate species; and (iii) the surface acetate species can abstract
protons from the Brønsted acid sites to produce acetic acid in
the reaction of Zn(CH3COO)2 with acidic H−ZSM-5 zeolite.

■ RESULTS
Co-conversion of Methane and Carbon Dioxide into

Acetic Acid on Zn/H−ZSM-5 Zeolite. The co-conversion of
methane and carbon dioxide was conducted on Zn/H−ZSM-5
zeolite. The detailed procedures for the catalyst preparation11

can be found in the literature (see Supporting Information [SI]
for details). The synthesized Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite was
thoroughly characterized by spectroscopic measurements, and
the obtained results are in excellent agreement with those
reported previously.11 The reaction of 13C-labeled 13CH4 and
13CO2 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite was thus monitored by the 13C
cross-polarization magic-angle-spinning (CP/MAS) NMR
spectroscopy, and the obtained results are shown in Figure 1.
When the reaction was carried out at 473 K (Figure 1a), zinc

methyl species (−Zn−13CH3)
8b,d appeared at −20 ppm and

surface carbonate species12 appeared at 163 ppm, indicating the
activation of 13CH4 and 13CO2 on the catalyst, respectively
(vide infra). The formation of acetic acid starts at ∼523 K
(Figure 1b), evidenced by the 13C NMR signals8d,g,13 coexisting
at 22 ppm (methyl group) and 186 ppm (carbonyl group). The
signal intensity of zinc methyl species (−Zn−13CH3, at −20
ppm) decreased after the formation of acetic acid at 573 K
(Figure 1c) and disappeared at 673−773 K (spectra d and e of
Figure 1), implying the further transformation of zinc methyl
species to acetic acid. Meanwhile, the signal intensities of acetic
acid (at 22 and 186 ppm) slightly increased at 573 K (Figure

Scheme 1. Proposed Mechanism for the Co-Conversion of
Methane and Carbon Dioxide into Acetic Acid on the
Bifunctional Zn/H−ZSM-5 Zeolitea

a(Steps 1 to 2): CH4 (blue) activation leads to the formation of zinc
methyl species (−Zn−CH3) and a Brønsted proton, while CO2 (red)
activation results in the formation of surface carbonate species. (Steps
2 to 3): insertion of CO2 into zinc methyl species produces surface
acetate species (−Zn−OOCCH3) as a key intermediate. (Steps 3 to
4): surface acetate species abstracts the Brønsted proton to release
acetic acid and to restore the Zn/H−ZSM-5 catalyst.
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1c) and reached the maximum around 673 K (Figure 1d) but
decreased at 773 K (Figure 1e). The decreased signal of acetic
acid indicates the decomposition of acetic acid back to 13CH4
and 13CO2 at high temperature.13 The occurrence of this
reverse decomposition was confirmed by the reaction of acetic
acid on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite (Figure S5 in the SI). Thus, the
optimum temperature for the selective formation of acetic acid
is around 673 K (Figure 1d). In addition, we found the subtle
formation of surface acetate species13 (−Zn−OO13C13CH3 at
25 and 189 ppm, the enlargement in spectra b and c of Figure
1) and surface formate species8d (at 173 ppm, spectra b−e of
Figure 1) on the working catalyst. The formation of these
surface intermediates would provide additional evidence for the
reaction mechanism (vide infra). Similar information was also
obtained from the corresponding 13C high-power proton
decoupling (HPDEC) MAS NMR spectra (Figure S6 in the
SI). The 13C HPDEC MAS NMR investigation on the sealed
glass samples (see Experimental Section in the SI) gave the
identical results (Figure S7 in the SI). All these data verified the
selective formation of acetic acid via the reaction of CH4 and
CO2 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite at the temperature range of
523−773 K.
In order to trace the origin of the carbon atoms on the

formed acetic acid, we alternated the 13C-labeling for either
CH4 or CO2 and conducted the reaction under the above-
applied conditions. The resulting 13C CP/MAS NMR spectra
are shown in Figure 2. Methane (13CH4) activation was
observed at 473 K before the formation of acetic acid (Figure
2a, left), as evidenced by the dominating signal at −20 ppm for
zinc methyl species (−Zn−13CH3). The activation of carbon
dioxide (13CO2) on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite was also observed at
this temperature, as evidenced by the formation of surface
carbonate species at 163 ppm12 (Figure 2a, right). When the
reactions occurred at 523 K or above, the formation of acetic
acid could be identified, depending on the position of 13C
labeling, by either the signal at 22 ppm for the methyl group
(Figure 2b to 2e, left) or the signal at 186 ppm for the carbonyl

group of acetic acid (Figure 2b to 2e, right). Therefore, it can
be concluded that the formation of acetic acid is indeed due to
the co-conversion of CH4 and CO2: the methyl group of acetic
acid originates from methane and the carbonyl group from
carbon dioxide. Similar information was obtained from the
corresponding 13C HPDEC MAS NMR spectra (Figure S8 in
the SI). The labeling experiments thus offered clear evidence
for the origin of the carbon atoms on acetic acid, based on
which the reaction mechanism can be proposed (vide infra).

Mechanism for the Co-conversion of Methane and
Carbon Dioxide. On the basis of the above results, we
proposed a mechanism for the formation of acetic acid via the
co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite
(Scheme 1). First, CO2 activation on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite
produces a surface carbonate species (13C NMR chemical shift
of 163 ppm, see (Step 1). Meanwhile, methane activation forms
a zinc methyl species (−Zn−CH3,

13C NMR chemical shift of
−20 ppm) and a Brønsted proton (Step 1 to Step 2). The
activated CO2 then inserts into the Zn−C bond of zinc methyl
species to produce the surface acetate species (−Zn−
OOCCH3,

13C NMR chemical shift of 25 and 189 ppm) as a
key intermediate (Step 2 to Step 3). The latter further abstracts
protons from the Brønsted acid site to form acetic acid (13C
NMR chemical shift of 22 and 186 ppm) as the final product
(Step 3 to Step 4). To validate the mechanism proposed in
Scheme 1, three key issues should be further addressed. The
first is the formation of the zinc methyl species (−Zn−CH3)
and the Brønsted proton by methane activation on Zn/H−
ZSM-5 zeolite. The second is the insertion of CO2 into the
Zn−C bond of −Zn−CH3 surface species to produce surface
acetate species (−Zn−OOCCH3). The third is the formation
of acetic acid via the proton abstraction from Brønsted acid
sites to surface acetate species (−Zn−OOCCH3). Accordingly,
we performed further experiments to verify these issues.

Activation of Methane. By solid-state 13C MAS NMR
spectroscopy, we have observed the formation of zinc methyl
species (−Zn−13CH3) starting from 473 K (spectrum a of
Figure 1 and spectrum a of Figure 2, left), which implies the

Figure 1. Solid-state NMR investigation into the reaction of methane
and carbon dioxide over Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite. The 13C CP/MAS
NMR spectra were recorded upon the reaction of 13CH4 and

13CO2 on
Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite at (a) 473 K, (b) 523 K, (c) 573 K, (d) 673 K,
and (e) 773 K. The spectra were recorded with a 4 mm NMR probe.

Figure 2. Solid-state NMR investigation into the origin of the carbon
atoms on acetic acid. The 13C CP/MAS NMR spectra were recorded
upon the reactions of 13C-enriched methane (13CH4) with nonlabeled
carbon dioxide (CO2) (left) and of nonlabeled methane (CH4) with
13C-enriched carbon dioxide (13CO2) (right) on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite
at (a) 473 K, (b) 523 K, (c) 573 K, (d) 673 K, and (e) 773 K. The
signal at 173 ppm comes from surface formate species, the formation
of which can be attributed to the oxidation of surface methoxy species
(−Zn−O−CH3).

8d The spectra were recorded with a 4 mm NMR
probe.
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activation of methane (13CH4) through the dissociative
adsorption8a−c mechanism (Scheme 1, Step 1 to Step 2).
Similar information for methane activation on a Zn−ZSM-5
zeolite (without Brønsted acid sites) has been proposed by
Kazansky et al. on the basis of the diffuse reflectance infrared
Fourier transform (DRIFT) study.8a Meanwhile, this mecha-
nism was further supported by Ivanova and co-workers, who
observed the zinc methyl species by 13C MAS NMR
spectroscopy.8b,c In order to offer the mechanistic insight into
this step, we further confirmed the simultaneous formation of
the Brønsted proton upon the activation of 13C-labeled
methane on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite by 1H MAS NMR
spectroscopy. As shown in Figure 3, dotted line, the 1H MAS

NMR signals for the fresh Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite at 4.0, 2.6, 1.8,
and 1.2 ppm can be assigned to the protons of Brønsted acid
sites, −Al−OH, −Si−OH, and −Zn−OH groups, respective-
ly.8g After the reaction of 13CH4 at 453 K for 45 min followed
by the removal of unreacted 13CH4 upon evacuation (no 13CH4
signal exists in the corresponding 13C HPDEC MAS NMR
spectrum, see Figure S9 in the SI for details), 1H doublet peaks
appeared at 0.08 and −0.25 ppm with a separation of 132 Hz
(Figure 3, solid line). These 1H doublets are assigned to the
protons of zinc methyl species (−Zn−13CH3), subjected to the
1H−13C scalar coupling14 with J1H−13C = 132 Hz. Evidently,
only a singlet at −0.08 ppm could be observed for the zinc
methyl species (−Zn−CH3) when 13C-nonlabeled CH4 was
used (Figure S10 in the SI). Meanwhile, upon the formation of
zinc methyl species (−Zn−13CH3), the

1H signal intensity of
Brønsted proton at 4.0 ppm was increased (Figure 3),
indicating the formation of additional Brønsted protons via
the dissociative adsorption of 13CH4 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 catalyst
(Scheme 1, Step 1 to Step 2). Integration analysis of the
difference spectrum according to Figure 3 showed that the ratio
of the intensity increase at 0.08 and −0.25 ppm to that at 4.0
ppm is about 3.2 ± 0.2. This result further confirmed the
simultaneous formation of Brønsted proton and surface −Zn−
CH3 species (with the theoretical ratio of 1:3 for the

1H atoms)

upon dissociative adsorption of CH4 on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite.
Thus, upon the evacuation of unreacted methane, we were able
to identify the 1H chemical shifts for the zinc methyl species
and the formation of the Brønsted proton by 1H MAS NMR
spectroscopy.

Insertion of Carbon Dioxide. Another aspect to validate the
proposed mechanism is the insertion of CO2 into the Zn−C
bond of zinc methyl species (−Zn−CH3) and the formation of
surface acetate species as the key intermediate. Accordingly,
upon the evacuation of unreacted 13CH4, we isolated the zinc
methyl species and studied its reactivity in the presence of
13CO2 (Figure 4). As shown in Figure 4a, the exclusive signal at

−20 ppm indicates the successful isolation of the zinc methyl
species (−Zn−13CH3).

8b,f Upon the reaction of zinc methyl
species with 13CO2 at 573, 623, and 673 K (spectra b to d of
Figure 4), the formation of acetic acid is evidenced by the 13C
NMR signals at 22 ppm (methyl group) and 186 ppm
(carbonyl group).8f,g,13 The signal intensity of zinc methyl
species (−Zn−13CH3, at −20 ppm) decreased after the
formation of acetic acid (spectra b to d of Figure 4), indicating
the involvement of zinc methyl species in the formation of
acetic acid. In addition, we found a tiny amount of surface
acetate species13 (−Zn−OO13C13CH3 at 25 and 189 ppm (the
enlargement in Figure 4b) formed at 573 K, confirming its role
as the key intermediate during the formation of acetic acid.
The high reactivity of zinc methyl species on Zn/H−ZSM-5

zeolite can be well understood in analogy to those of
organozinc compounds in organometallic chemistry.15 Specif-
ically, Ochiai et al. disclosed the direct synthesis of various
carboxylic acids from the corresponding alkylzinc reagents and
CO2.

16 Kobayashi and Kondo developed an efficient process for
the carboxylation of functionalized organozinc reagents with
CO2 in the presence of LiCl.17 Moreover, Knochel and co-
workers reported that MgCl2-accelerated addition of function-
alized organozinc reagents to CO2 could yield the correspond-
ing carboxylic acids.18 In all these cases, CO2 insertion into the

Figure 3. Experimental evidence for the formation of Brønsted
protons: 1H MAS NMR spectra of the fresh Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite
(dotted line) and the Zn/H−ZSM-5 working catalyst upon the
activation of 13CH4 (51 mbar) at 453 K for 45 min (solid line,
unreacted 13CH4 was removed upon evacuation). The 1H doublet
peaks at 0.08 and −0.25 ppm with J1H−13C = 132 Hz confirmed the
formation of zinc methyl species (−Zn−13CH3) and the increased
signal at 4.0 ppm identified the simultaneous formation of the
Brønsted proton upon dissociative adsorption of CH4, as shown in
Scheme 1, Step 1 to Step 2). The increased signal of −Zn−OH groups
at 1.2 ppm implies the dissociative adsorption of CH4 on ZnO inside
the Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite channels.8e The spectra were recorded with
a 4 mm NMR probe.

Figure 4. Solid-state NMR investigation on the CO2 insertion into the
Zn−C bond of zinc methyl species. 13C CP/MAS NMR spectra were
recorded for: (a) the isolated 13C-enriched zinc methyl species
(−Zn−13CH3); and upon the reaction of zinc methyl species
(−Zn−13CH3) with 1 mbar of 13CO2 at (b) 573 K, (c) 623 K, and
(d) 673 K for 20 min on Zn/H−ZSM-5 catalyst. The signal at 173
ppm comes from surface formate species, the formation of which can
be attributed to the oxidation of surface methoxy species (−Zn−O−
CH3).

8d The spectra were recorded with a 4 mm NMR probe.
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Zn−C bond of organozinc reagents is common and essential.
By 13C solid-state NMR spectroscopy, we confirmed in this
contribution that the CO2 insertion to zinc methyl species
could occur at temperatures of 573−673 K on Zn/H−ZSM-5
catalyst.
Proton Abstraction. The remaining issue for validation of

the proposed mechanism is the formation of acetic acid via
abstraction of protons from Brønsted acid sites to surface
acetate species. Accordingly, we investigated the transformation
of zinc acetate [Zn(CH3COO)2] on acidic H−ZSM-5 zeolite as
a model reaction for proton abstraction from Brønsted acid
sites (Figure 5). Figure 5a shows the 1H MAS NMR spectrum

of the activated H−ZSM-5 zeolite. The 1H NMR signals at 4.0,
2.6, and 1.8 ppm are assigned to the protons of the Brønsted
acid sites, −Al−OH, and −Si−OH groups, respectively.19 The
anhydrous zinc acetate [Zn(CH3COO)2] showed a broad
signal centered at 2.1 ppm (Figure 5b), which can be assigned
to the methyl groups. When H−ZSM-5 zeolite loaded with
Zn(CH3COO)2 was heated at 323 K for 20 min, a new broad
1H resonance appeared at 6.3 ppm (Figure 5c), which could be
due to the interaction (a similar interaction was described in
the literature19) between Brønsted acid sites and Zn-
(CH3COO)2. Upon heating the parallel sample at 373 K for
20 min (Figure 5d), the resonance at 6.3 ppm (Figure 5c)
disappeared, and a broad signal was found at 12.3 ppm which
was assigned to the proton20 of carboxyl group in acetic acid.
This result demonstrated that the abstraction of a proton from
Brønsted acid sites to zinc acetate could be easily realized on
H−ZSM-5 zeolite at a temperature higher than 373 K.
Accordingly, it is very likely that the formation of acetic acid
on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite could be achieved via the abstraction
of proton from Brønsted acid sites to surface acetate species at
temperatures higher than 373 K.

■ DISCUSSION

The simultaneous transformation of CH4 and CO2, both of
which are greenhouse gases, is of multi-importance. Besides the
essential need for methane conversion, utilization of carbon
dioxide as a feedstock in chemical synthesis is also highly
desirable. Albeit being a thermodynamically unfavorable
reaction, the direct formation of acetic acid from CH4 and
CO2 has an atom economy of 100% and, therefore, should
deserve more research attention. We report herein the first
example for the co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 on a
bifunctional zeolite catalyst which affords acetic acid as the
sole product.
We infer that the high selectivity for acetic acid should be

attributed to the unique nature of the bifunctional catalyst
(Scheme 1): (i) The bifunctional zeolite catalyst is very efficient
and highly selective in activating CH4 and CO2 at low
temperatures. Unlike in other cases in which a variety of M−
CHx or M−OCHx surface species were proposed,

5b zinc methyl
species (−Zn−CH3) are selectively formed from methane
activation on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite. (ii) Zinc methyl species
can effectively react with carbon dioxide through the insertion
mechanism that has well been established in organometallic
chemistry in homogeneous media. The surface carbonate
species may serve as a reservoir for carbon dioxide to be
inserted into the Zn−C bond of zinc methyl species. (iii) Most
uniquely, unlike in other cases in which H2

5e or H•21 was
proposed as an intermediate, the Brønsted proton formed from
methane activation (see Figure 3) plays an important role in
the final formation of acetic acid through proton transfer. The
zeolite framework offers an excellent platform for stabilizing
and transferring these Brønsted protons. Moreover, the acid
strength of the Brønsted protons on Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite is
strong enough to protonate the surface acetate species to form
acetic acid.
Although the information disclosed herein is based on the

spectroscopic investigation only, the mechanistic understanding
may be of benefit to exploit the robust catalytic systems for
practical co-conversion of CH4 and CO2 into industrial
chemicals. For example, the co-conversion approach could be
further optimized by using supercritical carbon dioxide22

(higher pressure as a key parameter), adding amines or
alcohols23 for further transformation (thermodynamic issue),
and adjusting the zeolite topology, Si to Al ratio, as well as the
metal types (activation energy issue).

■ CONCLUSION

We report herein the highly selective transformation of CH4
and CO2 into acetic acid on a zinc-modified Zn/H−ZSM-5
zeolite at the temperature range of 523−773 K. Solid-state
NMR investigation reveals that, in difference from the previous
proposals for other solid catalysts,5 the unique nature of the
bifunctional Zn/H−ZSM-5 zeolite catalyst is responsible for
the selective formation of acetic acid on Zn/H−ZSM-5 catalyst:
the zinc sites efficiently activate CH4 to selectively form zinc
methyl species (−Zn−CH3), the Zn−C bond of which is
further subject to CO2 insertion. Moreover, the Brønsted acid
sites play an important role in the final formation of acetic acid
via proton transfer. Our results demonstrate a viable method of
efficient activation and selective transformation of methane at
low temperatures through a co-conversion strategy. We expect
that our approach will stimulate further research in the direct
formation of acetic acid from methane and carbon dioxide on

Figure 5. Solid-state NMR investigation on the formation of acetic
acid via proton abstraction from the Brønsted acid sites to zinc acetate
[Zn(CH3COO)2]. The

1H MAS NMR spectra were recorded for: (a)
the activated H−ZSM-5 zeolite and (b) anhydrous zinc acetate
[Zn(CH3COO)2], and upon the reaction of Zn(CH3COO)2 on H−
ZSM-5 zeolite at (c) 323 K and (d) 373 K for 20 min. The spectra
were recorded with a 4 mm NMR probe.
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multifunctional solid catalysts and that our mechanistic
understanding of this process (Scheme 1) will provide insights
into the rational design of robust catalytic systems for practical
conversion of greenhouse gases into industrial chemicals.
Research on the catalytic reaction test is now being conducted
in this laboratory to address these issues.
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